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maximum between the number Nj of pixels of the fragment Fj and 
^min' we impose the condition: 



C re (FiuFj) * g-g^ 



Ni*N'j 



> 1 



Nl+N'i 

Subsequently, the term ^^,r encourages the grouping 
of the fragments of size less than N m j_ n . 

However, this term disadvantages the grouping of 
fragments of large size. 

This is why, in one embodiment, a second grouping 
stoppage criterion is used alternately with the grouping 
stoppage criterion described previously. More precisely, a 
second grouping cost C' re is considered, such that: 

C're = [( A i/j)/S r e] - 

Thus, by using this second grouping cost, it is 
possible to devise a second stoppage criterion which allows 
fragments whose difference in motion is less than the grouping 
threshold to group together. 

For example, C re = [( Ai/j)/S re ] > 1 is imposed as 

stoppage criterion. 

In this embodiment, the use of the two stoppage 
criteria is alternated in such a way as to obtain a segmentation 
of the image which does not "penalize" a fragment for its size. 
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